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The Bay of Islands Swordfish Club is the oldest game fishing club in New Zealand with a history   
dating back to 1910. The Club was first registered as an Incorporated Society in 1918 as the Bay 
of Islands Kingfish Club. In 1924, members of the Kingfish Club decided that the name kingfish did 
not demonstrate to the wider community the true size of fish that were being caught in the Bay 
of Islands and moved a motion to change the name to The Bay of Islands Swordfish and Mako Shark 
Club. The Kingfish Club was deregistered and the club continued on without being registered for 
some years. Then in 1952, the Club name was shortened to The Bay of Islands Swordfish Club Inc 
and that is how it stands today. 

Game fishing by rod and reel was first started by a few enthusiasts at the turn of the century.     
The first marlin caught by rod and reel in the Bay happened in February 1915. It was during the      
mid-1920s that Zane Grey, the American writer and fisherman came to the Bay of Islands and the 
Bay became famous as a game fishing destination through 
his book ‘Tales of the Angler’s El Dorado’.

Our history
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Our Vision:  To be a leader on recreational fishing issues and the            
development and protection of the sport of fishing in New Zealand.
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  ingfish started it all. A group of 
  hardy pioneers found that  
   tremendous sport was to 
be had off the craggy cliffs and surf lashed 
Islands at the mouth of the Bay of Islands. 
The pioneers found that catching them was a 
grand and adventurous sport and from 1911 
the vessels Waiomo and Phyllis were the two 
main charter boats fishing for them. Benzene 
boxes on the floor of the cockpit made do for 
fighting chairs. Harness to hold the rod and 
allow the fisherman to use his back and legs 
in fighting a fish had not been heard of. It was 
man against fish and the only aid a man had 
was a crude socket to hold the rod butt, that 
and the muscles of his hands and arms. Rods 
were long and slender, probably a development 
of the English Salmon Rod and certainly quite 
unsuitable for the job.

 

100 years of catching 
marlin on rod and line

The reels used were narrow wooden 
Nottingham’s mounted underneath the rod; no 
geared actions to allow line to be recovered 
fast, no slipping clutches, no adjustable drag. 
You wound the fish or the fish wound you, it 
was as simple as that. A leather strap was 
bound underneath the rod so that it could 
be pulled against the drum to provide some 
braking action, but it was a hazardous process.

When a kingfish struck and ran, the rod went 
down in a bucking curve, the line ran out and 
the reel spun, as did its handle. The fisherman, 
with one hand gripping the rod for dear life, 
had to face the added hazard of those spinning 
handles as he groped under the rod for the 
brake strap. Knuckles generally suffered. He 
had to grope for the brake fast because those 
pioneer reels held only about 250 yards of line 
and thin line at that. Kingfishing under these 
conditions demanded great skill and a good 
slice of luck.
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By then fish, line, trace and hook were often 
in the next bay and the fisherman was reeling 
in the broken end of the line, cursing at his 
rotten luck and bleeding knuckles.

Many magnificent game fish were lost this way 
and often the fisherman did not know what 
they had hooked. But those who did dreamed 
of landing one. One of those men was a 
Scotsman, Major A.D. Campbell, who came 
to New Zealand every year to fish for trout 
and kingfish. During the summer 1914 
he was trolling for kingfish around Bird 
Rock from Waiomo, but was troubled 
by kahawai, which grab the lure every 
time and did not give the kingfish 
time to get near it. 

Fun it certainly was, exhilarating, maddening 
but always entertaining, a far cry from the 
game fishing of today. When a shark or marlin 
struck – as they often did off Cape Brett - it 
seemed to be hopeless, especially as they were 
often foul hooked as a result of the baiting 
then used.

The boat would be drifting and the 
boatman could not just press a 
button to start the engine and 
follow the fish. You had to 
prime the carburettor, fiddle 
with spark settings and then 
spin the flywheel by hand 
until the engine started, if 
it did. 
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The launch headed away from the rocks to look 
elsewhere, but Major Campbell left a kahawai 
on the hook in the hope it would entice a 
really big kingfish. Instead it was a marlin that 
struck the moving bait. There was no chance 
of holding it on the gear being used and it soon 
snapped the light line, but Major Campbell 
vowed there and then that he would be better 
equipped to catch one the following year.

Back in England, Major Campbell told the story 
to the Hardy brothers, famous tackle makers, 
and they made him a special rod, reel and line. 
He returned to the Bay of Islands the following 
year with the new gear in great excitement.

They soon had kahawai for bait and rigged one 
to troll behind the launch. A marlin struck, but 
Major Campbell was too excited and failed to 
hook it.

But the second bait went over and suddenly he 
saw the water hump up into a v-shaped wave 
behind the skipping kahawai and for an instant 
before the strike he had a chilling glimpse of 
a massive blue and silver fish, its lone slender 
bill weaving gently from side to side as it 
charged the bait, its sickle tail fin cutting the 
water like a knife and its sides glowing with 

*Extracts from ‘Fighting Fins: Big game fishing in New Zealand waters’ by Neil Illingworth (1961).

phosphorescent fire. Then the water exploded 
in a white boil, the rod smashed down into 
a deep curve and the reel screamed. Smoke 
rose from the brake strap as Major Campbell 
thumbed it desperately on to the spinning 
drum. Somehow he stopped that racing fish  
and won back some line as the launch ran 
toward it. 
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He put the pressure on and turned it, but he 
could not hold it and they had to follow as 
it made it’s run, holding their breath several 
times when it hurled itself high out of the sea 
and smashing back in a shower of foam. On 
and on this went for an hour until the fish was 
beaten. He led it in to the launch and it was 
gaffed and made secure. The fish was a striped 
marlin of 233lb, nine feet four inches long and 
three feet ten inches in girth. The first ever 
caught on rod and line in New Zealand waters. 

The excitement was tremendous when the fish 
was brought in to Russell and weighed. 

Earlier in that same week, sometime between 
5 and 12 February the Sydney angler Harry 
Andreas caught the first mako shark.
To celebrate this historic event, the Bay of 
Islands Swordfish Club (BOISC) is hosting a 
series of tournaments.  

The tournaments will each target a specific 
demographic, whether it be juniors, ladies, 
the more modest angler or the more affluent. 
There will also be a tag and release only 
tournament targeted towards promoting the 
preservation of game fish.  

We would like to invite your company to 
become a supporter and sponsor of the         
Bay of Islands Swordfish Club with its rich         
and on-going history.  
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Today, the Bay of Islands Swordfish Club has clubhouses in both Russell and Paihia. The rich history 
of game fishing in the Bay of Islands can be traced on the walls of both clubhouses. Exhibits of 
historic fishing photographs, tackle and memorabilia provides an interesting viewing for both 
anglers and anyone interested in local history – from the original catch boards from the 1920s 
where the name of Zane Grey can be found to the most recent “Grander” (1000lb plus).

 
 oth Clubhouses have stunning views of the Bay, fully functional restaurant and bars,  
  modern facilities and a relaxed atmosphere. At present we have more than 1,300  
  members as well as domestic and international visitors every year.

The Bay of Islands Swordfish Club - present day
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The Bay of Islands Swordfish Club is extremely active in the development and protection of the 
sport of fishing in New Zealand.  The Club was one of the five founding clubs of the New Zealand 
Sport Fishing Council, the leading organisation protecting the rights of the recreational anglers  
and preserving part of the New Zealand lifestyle. 

The Club is also a leader in promoting tag and release for game fish to preserve our resource 
and the classification of marlin as a non-commercial species. The Club with the support of New 
Zealand Sport Fishing Council campaigned to ‘take marlin off the menu’. Marlin and other billfish 
populations throughout the world are being wiped out by commercial over-harvesting and this 
campaign aims to protect this fishery.
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Celebration event details 

Kids Fishing Day & Gala: 3 January 2015, Russell
The Great Race: 31 January 2015, Russell
BOISC Grand Ball: 23 May 2015 -  Bay of Islands
Celebration dinner & trophy auction:  27 June 2015 - Auckland
  

Tournament series details

Ice Breaker Tournament: 29 & 30 November 2014
Juniors:  10 & 11 January 2015 (in case of weather 17 & 18 January 2015)
Eldorado:  21-24 January 2015 
Reel Ladies:  7 & 8 February 2015
Zane Grey:  4-7 March 2015
Small Boats:  7-28 March 2015 (choose any two days fishing during this period)
Tagging Tournament:  17 & 18 April 2015
 
Location:    All tournaments are held in the Bay of Islands 
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Sponsorship packages

The terms of any formal sponsorship agreement are 
negotiable, depending on the level of sponsorship 
offered and the nature of the sponsoring entity.

•    Diamond Sponsor:   $20,000 
•    Platinum Sponsor:   $10,000   
•    Gold Sponsor:   $7,500
•    Silver Sponsor:   $5,000    
•    Bronze Sponsor:   $2,000 
•    Trophy: variable – to be auctioned off

The Club through its various resources can assist sponsors in develeloping additional 
corporate hospitality programs to enable the sponsor to maximize exposure through 
their customer base.

Cost effective targeting of your promotional 
message or product to New Zealand’s largest 
single consumer group of high end marine 
and fishing products, a partnership with 
the Bay of Islands Swordfish Club will 
ensure powerful, ongoing delivery of 
your promotional platform - that is our 
commitment to you.
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Sponsorship benefits 

Diamond Sponsorship 
 •    Complimentary family membership or corporate membership (1 year duration) 
 •    Dinner for 6 at either Clubhouse 
 •    Product promotion in both Clubhouses
 •    Invitation to present prizes at our prize giving 
 •    Commemorative stainless steel “Thank You” plaque
 •    Trophy naming and presentation rights 
 •    2 Complimentary tickets to the BOISC Celebration Ball
 •    Naming rights sponsorship for a major BOISC tournament 
 •    Complimentary entry for 2 anglers in all BOISC tournaments
 •    Logo and link in our e-news Hook-Up
 •    Advertising on sponsor and tournament webpages and link (whole year) 
 •    Homepage feature: 6 times per year (1 week duration)
 •    Advertising on BOISC Facebook page: 6 times per year
 •    Anglers Digest (yearbook) - Full page advertisement  

Platinum Sponsorship
 •    Dinner for 4 at either Clubhouse 
 •    Product promotion in both Clubhouses 
 •    Commemorative stainless steel “Thank You” plaque
 •    2 Complimentary tickets to the BOISC Celebration Ball
 •    Naming rights sponsorship for a major BOISC tournament 
 •    Complimentary entry for 4 anglers - Zane Grey 
 •    Logo and link in our e-news Hook-Up
 •    Advertising on sponsor and tournament webpages and link (whole year)  
 •    Homepage feature: 4 times per year (1 week duration)
 •    Advertising on BOISC Facebook page: 5 times per year
 •    Anglers Digest (yearbook) - Full page advertisement  
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Sponsorship benefits 

Gold Sponsorship 
 •    Product promotion in both Clubhouses 
 •    Commemorative stainless steel “Thank You” plaque
 •    Complimentary entry for 4 anglers - Eldorado Tournament 
 •    Logo and link in our e-news Hook-Up
 •    Advertising on sponsor and tournament webpages and link (whole year) 
 •    Homepage feature: 2 times per year (1 week duration)
 •    Advertising on BOISC Facebook page: 4 times per year 
 •    Anglers Digest (yearbook) - Half page advertisement

Silver Sponsorship 
 •    Product promotion in both Clubhouses 
 •    Logo and link in our e-news Hook-Up
 •    Advertising on sponsor and tournament webpages and link (whole year)  
 •    Advertising on BOISC Facebook page: 3 times per year

Bronze Sponsorship 
 •    Advertising on sponsor page and link    
      (whole year)
 •    Advertising on BOISC Facebook page: 2   
   times per year

Trophy Sponsorship
 •    Invitation to present prizes at our prize   
       giving 
 •    Trophy naming and presentation rights
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Evaluation strategy

The success of our agreement would be evaluated and measured by the following:

 Hosting a series of successful tournaments celebrating 100 years of catching marlin on  
 rod and line in the Bay of Islands

 An increase in tag and release rate of game fish (marlin in particular). Currently the Bay  
 of Islands Swordfish Club has a tag and release rate of around 60% for marlin. With the  
 introduction of a tag and release only tournament, we would hope to see this increase    
 to above 65%.

 The production of a book commemorating the history of fishing in the Bay of Islands and  
 New Zealand.

 To be a leader on recreational fishing issues and the development and protection 
 of the sport of fishing in New Zealand. To preserve and protect the sport of fishing  
 so anglers can celebrate catching marlin for the next 100 years.
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Business name:    ___________________________________________________________
Contact person:   ___________________________________________________________
Address:  __________________________________________________________________
Phone:  ___________________________  Fax: ___________________________________
Email:   ___________________________  Website:   ______________________________
Signature: _________________________  Date: __________________________________

Sponsor Packages (please tick appropriate package) 

   □ Diamond Sponsor:  $20,000

   □ Platinum Sponsor:  $10,000

   □ Gold Sponsor:  $7,500  

   □ Silver Sponsor:  $5,000

   □ Bronze Sponsor:  $2,000

   □ Trophy: $ variable – to be auctioned off in June 2015               

Other sponsorship details:
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

     •   All prices are in NZ Dollars and are inclusive of GST
     •   Prices do not include any applicable origination or graphic design costs
     Please return your completed and signed booking form to:
  Dale Pullen, Club Manager
  Bay of Islands Swordfish Club 
  PO Box 31, Russell 0242
 or email: swordfish@xtra.co.nz

Bay of Islands Swordfish Club Inc
Sponsorship Expression of Interest



Dale Pullen
Bay of Islands Swordfish Club 
PO Box 31
Russell 0242
New Zealand
 

affix 
stamp 
here
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Thank you for taking the time to view our sponsorship package. The Bay of Islands Swordfish Club  
is dedicated to marketing their sponsors to ensure optimal benefits for both parties. All packages 
can be tailored to your specific needs. 

With your support the Bay of Islands Swordfish Club hopes to commemorate the history of fishing in 
New Zealand and launch the next 100 years of catching marlin in the Bay of Islands. 

The Bay of Islands Swordfish Club will continue to address recreational fishing issues and the 
development and protection of the sport of fishing in New Zealand. In return, we offer you real 
benefits and recognition. 

To register your interest, please contact:

Dale Pullen
Club Manager
Phone: 0274088804 
Email: swordfish@xtra.co.nz  

Bay of Islands Swordfish Club 
Main Office
25 The Strand, Russell 0202
Phone: 09 4037857
Email: swordfish@xtra.co.nz 
 
Postal address: 
PO Box 31
Russell 0242
Website: www.swordfish.co.nz

Contact details



Bay of Islands Swordfish Club 
25 The Strand, Russell 0202  |  PO Box 31, Russell 0242

Phone: 09 4037857  |  Email: swordfish@xtra.co.nz 

 www.swordfish.co.nz


