
49th ANNUAL BOISC INTERNATIONAL YELLOWTAIL TOURNAMENT RULES AND INFORMATION  

10th - 16th June 2018 

BASIC OVER VIEW 
There are 5 categories that a fish you could catch in this tournament will fall into. The yellow tail in primarily a points tournament  

 Y/T Kingfish 
Tagged and Released 

Y/T Kingfish  
Measure and Release 

Y/T Kingfish  
Killed and Weighed  

Y/T Kingfish  
Release or Disqualified & Released 

Other Species 

Minimum  75cm fork length 75cm fork length 6.0kg on 6kg line 
8.0kg on 8kg line 

Fork length less than 75cm 
IGFA Disqualified fish 

Gamefish and  
minimum weight as  
per BOISC Yearbook 

Points  125 points Points based on length and  
Line class see points table 

 Points as per Yellowtail  
points chart  

 

No Points  No points 

Daily Limit No Limit 3 fish per angler per day, 6 fish per boat per day No Limit MPI Fishing rules 

Prizes 
 

-Team Most Point T&R 
- Angler Most Points T&R 
- Winning Skipper Team  
Most Points 

- Longest fish Tournament  
 

- Heaviest fish Daily 
- Heaviest fish Tournament 
- Heaviest fish live bait 
- Heaviest fish Junior 

Not in Tournament  - Heaviest Other  
Species 

- Angler Most Points Tournament  
- Team Most Points Tournament 
- Winning Skipper Team Most Points Tournament 
- Team Runner up Most Points Tournament 
- Junior Team Most Points Tournament 
- Junior Angler Most Points Tournament 
- Lady Angler Most Points Tournament 

- You get the same points for a measure and release as you do for a killed and weighed fish, and they count toward the same total. It’s simply an option. 
- T&R is a completely separate category. 
- In one day you can only “measure and release” or “weigh”, 3 fish per angler per day or 6 fish per boat per day.  



FISH CREDIT 
 All fish will be credited to the Bay of Islands Swordfish Club.  

BASIC RULE 
All catches, including tag and release must conform to IGFA, NZSFC and BOISC Rules. 
Teams will consist of not less than 2 and not more than 4 anglers. If a team member must 
withdraw after the fishing starts and is replaced then his points, if any, will be cancelled, 
individually and for the team. If he is not replaced all points remain so long as there 
remains at least 2 team members. 

JUNIOR ANGLER AGE RESTRICTIONS 
To participate as a Junior Angler that person must not have turned 17 years of age by the 
16th of June, 2018. Junior Anglers, for this Tournament, must be 11 through 16 years of 
age.  
 
LINE CLASSES 
6kg Minimum and 8kg Maximum. All weighed yellowtail must equal or exceed reported 
line weight and be a minimum of 75 cm in length. The BOISC judge suggests that anglers 
test their line before arriving in Russell. The BOISC line tester in the Russell Clubrooms and 
an operator will be available for your use from 2pm to 5pm on Saturday the 9th June only. 
There will be supplies of replacement IGFA rated 6kg and 8kg line in Russell.  
 
CONSERVATION 
A Maximum of three (3) yellowtail per angler per day and a Maximum of six (6) yellowtail 
per boat per day may be measured or weighed in. Each and every yellowtail actually 
landed or measured is included in calculating the daily maximum for the individual angler 
and the boat as a whole regardless of the weight of each such fish. Any boat having six (6) 
yellowtail to weigh in on that day may continue to fish, but all anglers must tag all legal 
size yellowtail (75cm) thereafter. Anglers may tag yellowtail before having reached the 
individual or boat maximum for weighed in fish. Yellowtail under 75cm, are required to be 
released without being tagged. 

TAGGING 
To count for Tagging Awards, all fish must be a minimum of 75cm in length (Skipper must 
measure fish and confirm with signature on weigh sheet).  
 

MEASURE & RELEASE 
Kingfish may be measured and released and will be included in the overall points. All fish 

must be a minimum of 75cm in length.  The points for each Measured and Released 

Kingfish are prorated to the points system of the Yellowtail tournament.  A photo must be 

supplied prior to 6pm on each day of competition or these can be emailed through to us 

at swordfish@xtra.co.nz. A maximum of three (3) Kingfish Measured and Released can be 

entered on each day of competition per person, and six (6) kingfish Measured and 

Released can be entered per boat (weighed fish are included in your measure and release 

daily totals).  An official IGFA measure device or NZSFC must be used and they are 

available from the club. See IGFA All Tackle Length Rules in starter kit. 

mailto:swordfish@xtra.co.nz


 
AWARDS 
Should there be a tie in the points in any award category the first angler and/or team to 
earn their points will be the winner. 
 

FISHING AREA 

Entrance to Whangaruru in the South being Lat. 35.23 and including all the Cavalli Islands 

up to and including Lon. 173.54 in the North. Please refer to the grid map chart and note it 

is not a government approved navigational chart. Any team that leaves the fishing area 

during fishing hours, unless having registered a hook up and still playing that fish, will have 

that days total team catches, including tag and released fish, disqualified.  

FISHING TIMES & DAYS 
The Tournament consists of 4 fishing days between Sunday the 10th of June and Friday the 
15th of June. Fishing times are 9:00am to 3:30pm daily. Anglers who are hooked up at 
3:30pm may continue to fight the fish until landed, tagged and released or lost. 
 
START LINE 
A line from Russell Point to Waitangi Flagpole. All Boats must be inside the line prior to 
7:00am each day. BAITFISH may be caught before 7.00am or Start Fishing, as the case may 
be, but all boats must be behind the start line prior to 7.00am. If a boat does not call to 
say ‘behind line’ – penalized 1 hour in the morning.  

RUSSELL WEIGH STATION 
The weigh masters will be available from 5:00pm each fishing day up to 7.00pm, later 
weighs by arrangement. All weigh sheets for fish to be weighed in must be completed and 
all tag cards must be given to the weigh masters with completed weigh sheets each night. 
No live fish are to be presented to the Weigh Master. All Fish must be presented at the 
weigh station on board the boat from which the catch was made. All fish landed or tagged 
using a lure, that lure must be presented to the Weigh Master for inspection and this 
requirement is in addition to line testing.  
 
AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE IGFA LURE HOOK RULES IS IN EACH STARTER PACK. Anglers who 

have a fish to be weighed or have tagged and released a fish will be randomly selected to 

submit a 3m line sample and double, or as the line tester requires, if used, for testing. All 

landed fish must have the trace and hook(s) left in the fish for presentation at the weigh 

station.  The trace and hook(s) must not be used again that fishing day as that fish may be 

one that the randomly selected angler must bring the trace and double line in with the 

line sample to be tested.  This requirement applies to both bait and lure caught weighed 

fish.  If the trace and hook(s) or lure is not presented then that fish will not qualify for the 

angler and his team.  The anglers so selected will be notified before their team 

boat arrives at the Russell Weigh Station and shall deliver the sample to the Weigh master 

in a condition that it can be easily unwound from the cardboard holder. The submitted 

line, if tangled, will not be untangled by the tester (IGFA rule) but will result in that fish not 

qualifying. The lines will be tested each night. 

 
 



RADIO & SKEDS 
- Tournament Channel VHF 3 'Swordy Sports', roundups are at 12:15pm and 3:35pm 

daily. 
- Hookups and captures (landing or T&R) must be reported to Tournament 

Headquarters immediately or as soon as practical thereafter (Swordy Sports will 
maintain a watch on Channel 3).  

- The report shall first be called into ‘Swordy Sports’ and if direct contact cannot be 
established then the report shall be relayed from another participating boat and 
the last resort by cell phone (BOISC Office: 0274088804). 

- If a fish is measured and released the report must state the measured length. 

DAN BUOYS 
The use of Dan Buoys is not permitted in this tournament. Anchoring is allowed, however, 
skippers are asked when anchoring, to give consideration to other boats. 

LAYDAY/WEATHER 
The weather will dictate the fishing days. If the weather looks doubtful, listen to your 
Radio (VHF 3) at 7.00am. If a lay day is called due to weather, no casual fishing for 
Yellowtail will be allowed on that day. 
 
SAFETY 
The International Yellowtail Tournament has been arranged for a maximum of four days 
of competition and it is the skipper’s responsibility to determine that on any one day, the 
sea conditions and weather forecasts are safe for his/her boat to put to sea. It is each 
skipper’s responsibility to ensure that the boat they intend to participate in is capable of 
putting to sea and meeting local coast guard and all Club requirements. Participation in 
the BOISC hosted tournament does not diminish each skipper’s sole responsibility under 
maritime law nor shift any of that responsibility to the Club even if the event officials 
made the decision on the conditions for that day. 
EACH BOAT MUST HAVE A RELIABLE MEANS OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE 
EXPECTATION THAT THEY CAN MAKE CONTACT, OR BE CONTACTED AT ALL TIMES. 
Each boat must return to port each day. 

DISPUTES   
Any dispute relating to the weighing of the catch must be lodged with the weigh master 
prior to the fish being removed from the weigh station. All other disputes must be in 
writing, signed and presented to the Tournament Convener or Club Executive by 7:00pm 
on the day of the incident, Sunday to Thursday or 6:30 Friday, if Friday is a fishing day. The 
decision of the judge deciding the dispute is final and no correspondence will be entered 
into. 

ENTRY INTO THIS TOURNAMENT IS DEEMED TO BE ACCEPTANCE OF ITS RULES AND 
ANY VIOLATIONS COULD BRING ABOUT DISQUALIFICATION. 

 


